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and cheerlessness of the East End look more conspicuous
in the contrast; or it may be that the stranger's impression
is the deeper in consequence of the unexpected shock
and disillusionment* But whatever the reason may be,
not a few will agree that as regards the Queen of the Thames
it would have contributed to the greater good of the greater
number if one-half of the population only knew how the
other half eked or failed to eke out an existence* Because
so knowing there would be more sympathy for the unfor-
tunate, and then there would be more concerted efforts
to alleviate the poor and needy*

In so saying, we do not mean to imply that London is
grossly callous about the hardships and privations of its
poor population; on the contrary the metropolis is not
unmindful of its obligations* In fact, London seems to
be remarkable for its generous dispensation of charity*
For instance, there are over thirty principal charitable
societies whose names may be found in any year-book:
these include Dr* Barnardo's Homes, Church Army,
Waifs and Strays Society, Deaf and Dumb Association,
Epileptics Society, Foundling Hospital, Refuges for
Homeless Children, Surgical Aid Society, Travellers
Aid Society, etc* In addition, there are the usual free
hospitals, asylums, blind institutes, poor houses and old
age pensions* And of occasional dispensations there
are the Fresh Ait Fund in summer, and the Soup Kitchen
Fund in winter*

All this is a great credit to the generous heart of the
Londoner who does not begrudge his spare cash to relieve
the needy in his midst, and it is always a wonder to the
stranger where all the spare money comes from* " The